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Connecting NZ Communities with their Land
Supporting native habitat restoration in the Upper Clutha Basin

Our Vision
Connecting New Zealand communities with their land.

Our Purpose
To support communities in fostering healthy lands and
waterways to create a stronger link between
the environment and humanity.

Dear friends,
It has been a wonderful 2013 for Te Kākano.
Our Supreme Award win at the TrustPower Queenstown
Lakes District Community Awards was a great highlight.
We all feel that it’s an honour to be recognised alongside
the region’s many amazing community initiatives and
fantastic that the native habitat restoration work we've
undertaken is being noticed.
Megan, Andrew and myself spent a worthwhile weekend
in October attending the Conservation Inc conference,
organised by the Yellow Eyed Penguin Trust, and learnt a
lot with valuable networking.
Te Kākano has been busy working towards our key strategies and ensuring that we meet
our objectives for the year. Sincere thanks to all our trustees who have given excellent
support over the year. Your commitment and enthusiasm are impressive and I can see why
the trust is so successful under your guidance.
Much appreciation to the volunteers who work so hard – potting and planting. It is
wonderful to see little ones, families and their dogs, and oldies all doing their bit.
Many thanks to Andrew Penniket who always gives 100% to Te Kākano. Your commitment
and knowledge are assets to our operations. I also acknowledge the support of Andrew's
family, who tirelessly chip in during our planting events.
Finally, my special thanks to the Sargood Bequest and John & Jill Blennerhassett for
their continued generous funding support and providing land for the nursery.
I look forward to another successful and vibrant year planting trees and enjoying the
commitment and enthusiasm of trustees, supporters and volunteers.

STUART THORNE
Chair

Our Values
 Community focus, community involvement, community spirit
 Practical ethos towards healthy land and healthy water
 Co-operation, communication, inspiration  Sustainable/organic
principles and practices  Thinking globally, acting locally
 Enthusiasm, commitment, honesty  Integrity in all actions
 Environment responsibility, the love of the earth

Te Kākano Aotearoa Trust
is a non-profit charitable organisation registered with the NZ Charities, #CC23553. Our
community-based native plant nursery is in its seventh year of operations and specialises in
propagating plants of local origin. Our main goal is to support native habitat restoration in
the Upper Clutha Basin and our work involves local community groups, schools, businesses
and governmental bodies in the effort to promote hands-on community land care.

Our Nursery
Generous support from the Sargood Bequest has allowed the trust to construct a 1200m 2
nursery by the shores of Lake Wanaka, off Mt Aspiring Road, on land kindly donated by John
& Jill Blennerhassett. The nursery is nestled in the shelter of an extensive QE2 Covenanted
kanuka forest that can be accessed via the Waterfall Creek track.

Our Trustees
The trust is led and guided by a volunteer Chairperson and Board of Trustees. The wealth of
knowledge shared by Te Kākano's dedicated team ensures that the trust is managed in the
best of interests to support our mission in restoring local native habitats.
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Our Partners
These organisations give their time, expertise, donate funds, help us recruit volunteers and
promote our habitat restoration efforts. Our work is more rewarding and meaningful thanks
to their involvement.

PEOPLE
Our work is only possible thanks to the
hundreds of volunteers who assist with the propagation,
planting and maintenance of our plants. These volunteers
hail from all over the world and span all ages. We continue
to receive support from awesome locals, tourists, youth
groups, schools and businesses. These gems of the
community help every year at our nursery and on planting
days and they leave their own personal mark on the Wanaka
landscape for all to enjoy.

Volunteer Help

2,375 hours

“Without a sense of caring,
there can be no sense of community”
- Anthony D’Angelo

Planting Days

826 hours




Nursery Sessions

1,382 hours





Watering Sessions

Being part of habitat
restoration efforts
Benefiting native
biodiversity
Promoting the
importance of native
flora and fauna

Learning propagation
and cultivation
techniques
Sourcing local seeds
Maintaining native
plants

167 hours




Continuing care of
plants in the wild
Maintaining new
habitats
Protecting loss of
new plants
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PASSION
“A huge congratulations to the
passionate volunteers and
trustees of Te Kākano for their
ironclad commitment to connect
this community and a growing
number of others with their
land,
t h ro u g h
hands-on
involvement in looking after it''
- Mayor Vanessa van Uden

“"In the end, we conserve only what we love.
We will love only what we understand.
We will understand only what we are taught."
- Baba Dioum

PLANTS

We eco-source native plants and grow them
from seeds or cuttings collected from
naturally-occurring vegetation close to where they will be
replanted as part of a restoration or re-vegetation project.
Because eco-sourced seeds and plants are already welladapted to the climate and soils of the local area, they will
be more likely to survive and flourish than outside plant
stock. It is also important to use local species and local seed
sources to retain the natural character of the region.

Plants Grown

6,307

Species Propagated

57

Nursery Report
The nursery is now at a good steady production level.
New species in the nursery include red matipo, Hebe
cupressoides, kaikomako, mountain wineberry, the
threatened Olearia lineata and endangered Olearia
fragrantissima, forest rohutu (Neomyrtus pandunculata)
and toatoa (Phyllocladus sp.). We are gradually switching
our focus from including forest types to concentrating
more on the hardy colonisers e.g. kanuka, kohuhu, ti,
flax, Coprosma propinqua and the more distinctive and
rarer specimens to be found in the Upper Clutha (Hebe
cupressoides and Olearia species).
Feedback from the community continues to be very encouraging and judging from the
amount of watering undertaken from the ten drums we have strategically placed along the
foreshore, everyone is heartily embracing the works of Te Kākano. A very high number of
walkers who have no direct connection to the nursery (many are tourists) are playing a big
part in looking after the foreshore plantings just by bucket-watering them.
From the last two years experience, it seems that the current level of output is about right
for the number of volunteers, space available and our ability to protect and water the
plantings over summer. Our severe winters and summer droughts require bigger, stronger
plants than other districts can get away with. Consequently, we must grow the plants on for
longer and plant fewer, larger specimens.

ANDREW PENNIKET
Nursery Manager

Our Mission
To maintain a successful community-based nursery which
services native habitat restoration projects;
To inspire and assist other communities through education,
demonstration and hands-on participation.

Roys Bay West
1,814 plants

Wanaka Primary
46 plants

Penrith Wetlands
307 plants

PROJECTS

Each year, we identify and undertake
habitat restoration projects and grow a
volunteer network which fosters healthy community spirit.
These planting projects create islands of new native bush
and enrich existing areas to provide precious habitat for our
local wildlife.

4,516
Project Sites 20

Plants for Projects

Project Sponsors

Planted

Thanks to the wonderful support of our project sponsors,
more than 15,000 plants have gone out to various project
sites in and around Wanaka over the years. Our heartfelt
thanks to each and every one of them!

Hawea Foreshore 144
Paper 4 Trees 107
Fossil Creek 142
Glendhu Bay 223

Families of Neville Harris
& Jennifer Cooper

Outlet 126
Shortcut Rd 241
Waterfall Creek 270
Butterfields 389

Errol Plowman

Hawea Whitewater Park 94
Lindis Pass 74
Mou Waho Island 121

Carbon Offset

Te Kākano spearheaded a localised carbon offset scheme in 2012 based on the Sustainable
Business Network's GreenFleet & Carbon4Good programme, which encourages businesses to
engage with the local community and plant trees to offset carbon dioxide emissions from their
fleet of vehicles. Our simple and local offset initiative provides an affordable way for local
businesses to help combat climate change.

Thank You from Te Kākano
We rely solely on the kind generosity of donations and grants from the general public and
organisations to support the needs of our nursery, planting projects and ongoing
development of the trust. Donations enable our community nursery to eco-source and
propagate native plants which are then made available to eligible local community
re-vegetation projects. These wonderful folks pitched in to help make a difference. Thank
you for believing in us and contributing towards our achievements.

NURSERY LAND & ACCESS TO WATER
John & Jill Blennerhassett

FUNDING SUPPORT

FRIENDS OF TE KAKANO 2013
Annual Donor Programme
MATAI

$500+

YHA Wanaka

FOOD, COFFEE, PHOTOGRAPHY & PRINTING
LANCEWOOD

$100+

Simon Darby

WEBSITE HOSTING
iCommunicate Wanaka

GENERAL DONATIONS
Ballance Farm Environment Awards
Trustpower Limited
Winter Games NZ

FLAX

$20+

Jo Guest
Karl Grinter
Matthew Davidson
Megan Williams
Phillip Adessa

Support Us
The more people know about us, the more they can help and the
more we can keep doing our part for the environment, so please
pass on our message for conservation. Nursery sessions are open
to all members of the public and are held every Tuesday &
Wednesday. Volunteers are also welcome at our planting days
held on a Saturday/Sunday morning and is advertised the week
before on our website and Facebook page.
Shennee Ooi - Admin Manager

2013 Financial Summary

$22,956

$24,265

$25,273

www.tekakano.org.nz
Office P: 03 428 9669 E: info@tekakano.org.nz Volunteer Info 021 342 187 (Andrew)
Te Kākano Aotearoa Trust PO Box 550, Wanaka 9343

